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been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT).. 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINAF^CAMINATION REPORT International Application No. 

^^ptT/ J PO 0/0 1 6 8 1 

L Basis of the report 

1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
|X| the international application as originally filed. 

| | the description, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages i received on with the letter of 
|~| the claims, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 

pages i filed with the demand, 

pages , received on with the letter of 
| | the drawings, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , received on with the letter of 
| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages , received on with the letter of 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 
which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 
| | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

| | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

f | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 
and/or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide arid/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, was on the basis of 
the sequence listing: 

| | contained in the international application in written form. 
[ I ' filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
| | furnished subsequently, to this Authority in computer readable form. 

| | The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

| [ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence lis ting-h as 
been furnished 

| | The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| | the description, pages 

f~| the claims, Nos. 

[ | the drawings, sheets/fig. 

5 * I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered 

- to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70, J 6 and 70, 1 7). 
Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box I) (July 1 998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



ip~io°nNo. PCT/JPOO/01681 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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2. citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 



As to the claims 1 to 14, these prior art documents 1 to 4 referred as the 
International Search Report show a general technical level with reference to sterilization, 
and there is no description and suggestion of points **there are provided a plurality of 
sealed sterilizing agent capsules accommodated in the capsule accommodation chamber 
in an axial direction of a needle for removing a sterilizing agent, the sealed sterilizing 
agent capsules made of a material which the needle can pass through", and "there are 
provided a sterilizing agent capsule container in communication with a reduced-pressure 
housing serving as a sterilization chamber, a plurality of sealed sterilizing agent capsules 
with a sterilizing agent sealed therein to be mounted in a capsule accommodation 
chamber of the sterilizing agent capsule container, a needle capable of passing through 
the sealed sterilizing agent capsules to take the sterilizing agent therefrom; and a driving 
member for driving the needle or the sterilizing agent capsule container so that the 
needle can puncture the sealed sterilizing agent capsules in the sterilizing agent capsule 
container in an axial direction of the needle in sequence". 

Therefore, the present invention according to claim 1 to 14 has novelty and 
inventive step. 
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Supplemental Box (To bg used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 
Continuation of Box V 2: 

The prior art documents are as follows. 
Document 1 

JP 2-62261 , B2 Surgucos, Inc.(25 December 1990) & 
AU 591 1286, A & EP 207417, A & BR 8602867, A & 
US 4643867, A & NZ 216563, A & IN 163670, A& 
AT 56881, E & DE 3674482, C & IE 59218, B 
Document 2 

JP 4-55706, B2 Surgjkos, Inc.(4 September 1992) & 
EP 291987, A & AU 1643038, A & BR 8802491, A & 
US 4909287, A & AT 1 13373, E & DE 3851909, C & 
IE 64264, B & KR 9615180, B 

Document 3 

JP 2780982, B2 Surgikos, mc.(15 May 1998) & 

AU 2004988, A & EP 302420, A & BR 8803767, A & 

NZ 225420, A & SG 18293, A & IE 61039, B 

Document 4 

JP 8-38583, A Johnson & Johnson Medical, Inc. 
(13 February 1996) & EP 679407, A & AU 1774995, A & 
CN 1112446, A & BR 9501831, A & SG 28258, A & 
NO 981827, A & US 5770739, A 
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